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Welcome Back for the 2013 ‐ 2014 Year!

Upcoming TCS Events
Mark your calendars and check www.thecommunityschool.net or email sarahhersh@thecommunityschool.net
for information, details, and updates on these and other upcoming events!

November 4th and 18th, December 2nd and 16th – Food Truck Fundraisers, 3 ‐ 7 pm. First Baptist Church
of Decatur, 308 Clairemont Avenue, Decatur, GA 30030. 10% of proceeds will be generously donated to TCS.

November 16th ‐ Chili Cook‐Off benefiting TCS, 7 pm. 764 Miami Circle NE, Suite 206, Atlanta, GA 30324.

December 10th ‐ Yeah! Burger Feel Good Tuesday, 6 ‐ 10 pm. Virginia Highlands Yeah! Burger, 1017 N.
Highland Avenue, Atlanta, GA 30306. 10% of proceeds will be generously donated to TCS.

FALL 2013

TCS is off to a great start this year, and below are the pictures to prove it! We can't wait to see what will
happen next!

An Interview with a Student

Sarah Champ, TCS's Learning Specialist, sat down
with one of the School Program students (who we
will refer to as Jack Horner, a famous
paleontologist) to ask him about his skull
reconstructions.

Sarah Champ: Hi Jack Horner! What kind of skull
have you made here?

Jack Horner: This is the skull of a reconstruction of
a juvenile Tyrannosaurus Rex because no complete

skeleton has ever been found. There was one that
was nearly complete and this is the skull of Jane.
We thought she was a different kind of animal,
called Nanotyrannus, or pygmy tyrant, but she was
really a juvenile T‐rex. If you compared her to
T‐rex, she was roughly half
the size.

SC: Wow. So, what is special
about her skull? How did
they know she was juvenile?

JH: By examining her bones and comparing her to
Continued on Page 2



A Letter from the
Executive Director

The program year is well underway
here at TCS. In some ways it feels
as if we’ve just begun; in others,

like we’ve been at it for months and months.
Here are a few highlights from where I sit:

School Program
Under Tara Gilbert’s leadership, the school is
rapidly evolving into a highly focused and
specialized educational experience for students
who struggle to learn and who struggle to
communicate with and relate to others. I am
impressed with how effective affinities‐based
learning experiences can be in helping students
make meaning and become conceptual, analytical
thinkers. One of our new students, for example, is
fascinated with practical jokes, and his teachers,
including new learning specialist Sarah Champ,
have leveraged this interest to provide a range of
learning moments in science, communication, and
relationship‐building.

Young Adult Program
Beth Champ is leading the Young Adult team to
develop a cutting edge, powerful program that
serves a population that has few treatment
options. The YA Program supports the Piedmont
Group, a cohort of participants who are receiving
college support, work experience, and a lot of
practice building relationship capabilities,
emotional coping skills and analytical thinking
abilities. On a recent Piedmont hiking outing, one
of the participants acted as the leader and posed
the question, “What cause would you devote your
entire life to supporting?” The ensuing discussion
was enlightening and reflective.

The YA Program now also
supports the new Candler
Group, a cohort of
participants who need
relatively more support in
strengthening their
communication and
problem‐solving skills while also gaining exposure
to the larger community and developing a sense of
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Continued on Page 7

T‐rex. Nanotyrannus, it had 17 teeth in its lower jaw
while T‐rex had only 12 to 13. You can see the jaw is
narrower and it could run faster, like an ostrich.

SC: What did you make it out of?

JH: I made it out of foam and
covered it in papier‐mâché. The
teeth are model magic. If you look
even closer at the teeth, you can
see that they are very thin, perfect
for tearing off the meat from the
bone. The mother would come by
and smash the bone with its
banana teeth. If you look at this
creature, it is so strange because if you look at it
immediately, it doesn’t look anything like a T‐rex. As
a reference I used another dinosaur called
Alioramus.

SC: How did you make this?

JH: I used a knife and sandpaper to carve detail into
the foam and covered it in papier‐mâché to make it
strong as bone. I added model magic for the teeth
and painted it to look like fossilized bone. If you look
at the teeth of Nanotyrannus, or Jane, you can see
they are very sharp.

SC: They look serrated.

JH: Yes, they are serrated, like the perfect kitchen
knife. Compare these to the teeth of a
Tyrannosaurus Rex, which are sharp and serrated but
not thin. Instead they are thick like a banana or
railroad spike. Perfect to pulverize bone.

SC: What is your next project going to be?

JH: My next project, it is going to be the skull of Sue
herself. When it is finished, it will be five feet long
and three feet wide.

SC: Wow! What are you going to make that out of?

JH: Styrofoam for the teeth, duct tape, wire, and
cardboard.

Interview with a Student con't

Continued on Page 3



Curiosity in the Classroom
by Sarah Champ
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JH (cont'd): And there we have it folks. My
reconstruction of a skull of a newborn T‐rex. I hope
you enjoyed my film and I do hope all you
paleontologists out there would write me back about
this. Thank you!

SC: Jack Horner, before we finish
filming, I just want to say that the
skull is beautiful. You are an
incredibly talented paleo‐artist.

JH: Thank you. Cut!

Interview with a Student con't

Dr. Stanley Greenspan believed
that intellectual learning shares
common origins with emotional
learning; that is, we learn best and
most easily through emotionally
meaningful experiences. At a
recent staff meeting, the staff at

TCS was asked to think about curiosity. How curious
do we feel in our day to day lives? Who inspires us
to be curious and how can we foster curiosity in our
students?

Over and over again, staff members shared stories
about teachers or family members whose own
passion and curiosity inspired interests that the
staff enjoys today. We heard about a history
teacher who drew chalk‐board masterpieces of the
day’s subject, revealing them with much fanfare at
the start of each class; a parent who read every
night to their child; and a family that actively
included their children in current event discussions
over dinner. These staff members now love
historical fiction, still read every night, and closely
follow world politics. As a teacher, I know I have
the opportunity to inspire a lifelong love of learning
for my students and this is what keeps me curious in
my day to day life.

So, how do we foster a love for learning at TCS? We
create meaningful experiences by actively engaging
our students in the process of learning. This past
week, a student and I decided to build a maze other

students would need to navigate before entering my
classroom. As we started connecting large foam tiles
together, our walls kept falling down. There was
nothing to support them and this was extremely
frustrating. We tried many options but nothing
seemed to work just right. This process was slow
and we took several breaks; however, when this
student looked up from the walls with a huge grin
and wide eyes, I knew he had solved the problem
and was excited to share his solution with me. One
of Dr. Greenspan’s main principles for effective
teaching is that we present problems for our
students to solve, not information for them to
assimilate. I am so glad I resisted the urge to
suggest the same idea thirty minutes earlier!

At TCS, the priority of every classroom is the
students’ experience, encouraging them to initiate
questions to be answered. Eleanor Duckworth, in
her book The Having of Wonderful Ideas, argues
that it is not the questions that our students
generate that are important. What is important “is
that they realize that answers can be found through
their own investigation.”

After reading about the German invasion of Norway
in 1940 from a child’s perspective, a student in my
Literature class asked whether I thought a
mandatory draft should ever be allowed. Wanting to
take a moment to consider how to respond, and
wondering if I should try to redirect the class back
to the reading, I said, “Well, what do you think?” As
it turned out, the student had quite a lot of things
to say on the topic and it resulted in a classroom
discussion about morality and war, a discussion that
easily led back to the reading. I want to encourage
my students to keep thinking and talking about their
problems and their ideas; as Duckworth says, “to
take [their] thinking seriously.”

When a student, engrossed in a book, looks up and
asks “Sarah, I know it’s time for Geography, but do
you think I can keep going on this research?” I am so
glad I am able to say “Yes! Tell me all about what
you’ve found out!” My Environmental Science class

Continued on Page 7
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Mr. Gregory Abowd
Mr. Howell Adams
Anonymous
Ms. Rebecca Autrey
Ms. Adelaide Battipede
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Bianchi
Mr. Barry Blank
Mr. John Blank
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Braun
Mr. Lloyd Brewton
Bright Wings Foundation
Mr. Oliver Brooks
Ms. Sandra Larsen Bruce
Mr. Charles Brueggeman
Mr. John Buck
Mr. Michael Burke
Mr. William Busbee and

Ms. Lisa Chang
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Busey
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Busey
Ms. Keisha Callins
Mr. and Mrs. Chris Carleton
Mr. and Mrs. Ron Caruso
Ms. Rebekah Champ and

Mr. Timothy Roby
Mr. and Mrs. Terry Chastain
Mr. Scott Chatterton
The Childhood Autism Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy Copeland
Mrs. Leslie Cotton‐Smith and

Mrs. Laurie Cotton‐Smith
Mr. Jesse Cramer
Mr. and Mrs. Milton Crosswy
Mr. Paul Donan
Mr. Tom Dong and

Ms. Rebecca Zhang
Mr. and Mrs. Kirk Dornbush
Ms. Dot Dorsey
Ms. Elizabeth Earhart
Mr. David Fields and

Ms. Alisa Waschak
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Fields
Mr. and Mrs. Mike Fields
Finn Brooks Family Foundation
First Baptist Church Of Decatur

Foundation
Ms. Susan Foxworth
Ms. Barbara Gemmell
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Giesler

Ms. Tara Gilbert
Ms. Melissa Fay Greene
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Haile
Heidelberg USA
Ms. Lori Hemphill
Mr. and Mrs. Lou Herrig
Ms. Frie Heyndrickx
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Hiltman
Hodson & Co. Foods LLC
Hollander‐Urbach Family

Foundation
Ms. Lynn Holliday
The Holly Lane Foundation
Mr. Rafael Ibarra
Ms. Kimberly Jenkins
Mr. and Mrs. Steven Johnson
Ms. Sherry Kangas
Mr. Harshad Kanvinde
Mr. and Mrs. Ulrich Koehler
Ms. Christine Kohl
The Kroger Co. Foundation
Ms. Mary Kuchinski
Ms. Deirdre Lavieri and

Mr. Brion Friedman
Mr. and Mrs. Bobby Lawrence
Mr. Dennis Leppla
Mr. Daivd Lewis and

Ms. Danica Kombol
Lincoln Financial Foundation
Mr. Jonathan Lowe
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Lucia
Mr. and Mrs. David Lynn
Mr. Roger MacKenzie
Mr. and Mrs. William Mainville
Mr. and Mrs. Jeff Mansour
Mr. Mark Marques
Mr. and Mrs. Bret Marshall
Ms. Amy Mattingly
McDonald's
Mr. Matthew McKenna and

Dr. Kathy Franch
Mighty Meatballs, LLC
Ms. Lisa Migliore
Toni Miller, DMD, MDS, PC
The Miracle Makers Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Monahan
Ms. Lisa Angert Morris
Ms. Sherry Moss
Mr. and Mrs. Graham Nelson

Mr. Dave Nelson
Mr. Erich Netherton
Ms. Betty Okendo
Mr. and Mrs. Marc Palmese
Mr. Tim Pennington‐Russell and

Mrs. Julie Pennington‐Russell
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Perano
Mr. and Mrs. John Petrey
Mr. and Mrs. Randall Pettit
Dr. Kathy Platzman
Mr. and Mrs. David Pritchett
Mr. R. Pyron
Ms. Angela Radford
Ms. Neela Ram
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Rhinehart
Mr. Gage Rhoden
Mr. Allen Rosenfeld
Ms. Frances Roth
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Ruberti
Ms. Cassandra Salmon
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Schneider
Ms. Danielle Selber
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Shaw
Mr. and Mrs. John Sherrill
Shred Day Donors
Mr. David Sleppy and

Ms. Patti McGill
Mr. William Smith
Mr. Boynton Smith
Ms. Mary Beth Stark
Mr. and Mrs. Arrick Taylor
Ms. Judy Tumbarello
Mr. Stephen Urbrock
Verint Americas Inc.
Ms. Michelle Vice
Mr. and Mrs. David Vigilante
Mr. John Vollenweider
Mr. and Mrs. Roy Vreeland
Ms. Vickey Watts
Mrs. Helen White
Mr. Gary Williams
Mr. and Mrs. Drew Woodard
The Robert R. and Carolyn B.

Woodson Fund
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Ziering

THANK YOU!

2012 ‐ 2013 Donors
Thank you to all the donors who helped make the 2012 ‐ 2013 academic year successful!

Donations received between July 1, 2012 and June 30, 2013

Please report any errors or omissions to
Sarah Hersh at 404‐573‐2012.
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2013 Southern Soiree & Auction Donors, Sponsors, and Supporters

Anonymous Friend of the School
The Brotherland Band

The Old Decatur Courthouse
Mary Claire Photography

Platinum
Anonymous
Natalie and Matthew Bernstein
Patricia and Jimmy Slaton

Gold
Anonymous

Silver
All South Warehouse
Martha and Toby Brooks

Frederick Bruso
Asbury and Sandra Snow

Bronze
Buds‐n‐Suds Mobile Grooming
Elizabeth and Gary Braun
Mary Lynn and Joseph Cullen
Denise and Clint Hilley
Dr. and Mrs. Bernard Kahan
Leslie Lawrence
Lulu Mann

Gregory Ohman
Todd Sheets

Other
Julie Hogg
Marsha and Jeff Kelley
Cheryl and Stan Lassiter
David Sleppy
Barb and Dave Stahura
Nancy and Greg Wilson

Sponsors and Corporate Donors

Individuals and Businesses

Atlanta Rocks
Battlehouse Hotel & Spa
Whitney Boda
The Body Guild
Book Nook
Gary Braun
Toby Brooks
Chrissy & Matt Bruso
Mari Burke
Burns Designs, Inc.
Cafe Lily
Cakes & Ale
Lucie Canfield
Tim Carr
Beverly Caudle
Beth Champ
Circle 2 It
Cook's Warehouse

Leslie & Laurie
Cotton‐Smith

Dancing Goats
Ben Davidow
Decatur City Jewelers
Ashley Deck &

Ron States
Kim Evans
FarmBurger
Chrys & Mike Fields
Larry Fields
Kathy Franch
Georgia Dermatology
Tara Gilbert
Goga Studios‐

John's Creek
Beverly & Bobby Goodwin
Deven Greene
Kay Ibarra

J. Christophers
Jimmy Johns
Keane Interiors, Inc.
Mary Claire Stewart

Photography
Mary Lawrence
Learning on the Log
Little Shop of Stories
Dave Nelson
Noodle
Spenser Norris
Operation Boot Camp‐

Decatur
Peace of Thread
Rich Perano
Pita Pit
Rainbow Foods
Rebecca Richter
Sensations Therafun

Seyfarth Shaw, LLP
Smoke Rise Golf & Country

Club
Stephanie Solomon
Stone Summit Rock

Climbing and Fitness
Center

Sweet Melissa's
Taco Mac‐ Marietta
Ted's Montana Grill
Thumb's Up Diner
Nikki Torres
Tucker House
Wag‐A‐Lot
Adrienne Williams
Workout Anytime
The Wrecking Bar
YMCA‐ Decatur

Auction Items Graciously Donated By

Thank you to all the donors and sponsors that helped make our event a huge success!



Why Support TCS?
No other organization provides the kind of programming
we do – while TCS is fortunate to co‐exist with several
local programs that subscribe to similar philosophies, it
is the only one in the Atlanta area focused on
adolescents and young adults in a comprehensive way.

All contributions to TCS this year will be matched by a
local foundation, so your gift will be doubled!

Won't you be a part of an adolescent's or young
adult's transformation by donating to TCS?

A gift to TCS helps a child or young adult reclaim their
lost potential, contribute to society, become as
independent as they are able, and look forward to a
future filled with hope and promise.

Shop Through iGive!
When you shop through iGive.com ‐ and

choose TCS as your cause ‐ a portion of each
purchase gets donated to the school! No
additional fees or charges are incurred by

you.

Enclosed is my tax‐deductible donation in the amount of:

$50.00 _____ $100.00 _____ $500.00 _____ $1,000.00 _____ Other Amount: $________

Name_________________________________________________________________________________

Address________________________________________________________________________________

Email _________________________________________________________________________________

This gift is in honor/memory (circle one) of: ________________________________________________
If you would like us to send a letter notifying the honoree or honoree's family, please provide their name(s) and address:

Name __________________________________ Address __________________________________________________________

You may also give online at www.thecommunityschool.net/support.php.
Mail completed forms to: The Community School, 308 Clairemont Avenue, Decatur, GA 30030

□ Please record my gift as
anonymous; I do not wish to
be acknowledged in
publications

TCS Needs Your Help!
Please consider donating to The Community School today. Every little bit helps! $10 can fund one student’s

field trip expenses for one week, $45 can fund three young adults’ specialized fitness and physical
education classes for one week, and $350 can fund materials and school supplies for one student for an

entire year. This newsletter is sent to more than 300 people and organizations – if each of you donated just
$15, that would add up to more than $4,500 that would contribute to TCS’s incredible mission.

Donate Online
For your convenience, you can donate

online! Go to www.thecommunityschool.net
and click on "Support TCS" or donate through

TCS's Georgia Gives Day page (visit
www.gagivesday.com and seach for TCS).

In‐Kind Donations
The Community School is always in need of,

well, stuff! These donations are also tax
deductible and very much appreciated:

• Stamps
• Vacuum Cleaner
• Smart Board
• Office Supplies

• Tablets
• Scanner
• Video Camera
• Paper products

For a full list please email
sarahhersh@thecommunityschool.net
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SAVE THE DATE

February 7, 2014
3rd Annual Southern Soiree & Auction

Details to come!
Contact Sarah Hersh at 404‐573‐2012 or
sarahhersh@thecommunityschool.net for

information about tickets and event sponsorships.
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purpose in life. The Candler group recently ventured
onto MARTA to practice their teamwork skills while
mastering public transportation.

Administration and Staff
With the addition of new Director of Development
Sarah Hersh, TCS aims to significantly strengthen its
fundraising capability, enabling us to provide better
services with more stability. We invite you to our
flagship event, the Southern Soiree and Auction, on
February 7, 2014. We would love to have you
sponsor and attend this fundraising event, with an
open bar and food provided by Sun In My Belly. You
can also support us by attending our Food Truck
Mondays (1st and 3rd Mondays of every month in the
parking lot of the First Baptist Church of Decatur
from 3 – 7pm).

Recently, the TCS staff attended a weekend retreat
to discuss a range of issues related to improving the
quality of our programs, and I must say I came away
extremely proud of the entire team. We have a
group of professionals who are dedicated to building
and sustaining a model program, and who approach
their jobs with passion, humor, and perseverance.

We invite you to learn more about our work at any
time! Please contact us for a tour or just to offer
your support!

Warmly,

Dave Nelson
Executive Director

Letter from the Executive Director con't

found an unusual caterpillar and wanted to watch it
cocoon. Even though we were two
weeks away from the life cycle
unit I had planned, I got to say
“Yes!” to that idea, too. The
curriculum at TCS is driven by
exploration and discovery. I follow
the interests of my students, not
because it is easier, but because it will be
emotionally meaningful and therefore a better
learning experience.

Curiosity in the Classroom cont'd

Sarah Champ ‐ Learning Specialist
Sarah is from Atlanta and earned a BA in Theater
from Reed College. She worked for three years in
education before earning an MS in Special Education
from California State Polytechnic University, San Luis
Obispo. Sarah then relocated to Atlanta, where she
taught in the public school system and The Hirsch
Academy before coming to TCS. She is certified as an
intermediate DIR provider and as a special education
teacher for K‐12. She maintains a private practice
and enjoys trivia, traveling, and spoiling her niece.

Bryanne Dade ‐ Counseling Intern
Bryanne attends Walden University
where she is working towards her
Master’s Degree in Mental Health
Counseling. She enjoys traditional
counseling as well as aspects of Art

Therapy and Expressive Arts Therapy. Bryanne
received her BFA in Painting from George Mason
University and is married with two children. She
enjoys traveling, yoga, cooking, and playing with her
kids who reconnect her with her inner child.

Sarah Hersh ‐ Director of Development
Sarah is originally from New York and
moved to Atlanta with her husband
two years ago. She worked in
fundraising for four nonprofit
organizations before coming to TCS.
Sarah is also a composer and holds

two degrees in music from Carleton College and the
University of Florida. She co‐directs the Atlanta‐
based new music group Terminus Ensemble.

Jimmie Vincent ‐ Counseling Intern
Jimmie is a student at Walden
University in the MS of Mental Health
Counseling program. He received his BS
degree from Western Michigan
University, where he played football on
a full athletic scholarship. Jimmie

began working with kids in 2005 when he worked at
Lakeside for Children. He moved to Atlanta in 2007,
where he reunited with a good friend from high
school who is now his wife of four years. They have a
two‐year‐old child, Jaiden.

Welcome New Staff!
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Thank YOU!
On behalf of The Community School’s students, young adults, parents, staff, and Board, Thank You to all of our
donors who have helped make this year possible! It is only through donors like you that The Community School

is able to offer a future filled with hope and promise to our students and young adults. Thank You!

About TCS and the World of Autism Spectrum Disorders
Mission and History of TCS
The mission of The Community School is to support the
developmental and educational growth of adolescents
and young adults with Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASDs),
including Asperger’s Syndrome and other neurocognitive
disorders, in a program that emphasizes social‐emotional
development as an essential foundation for complex
logical, high‐order thinking.

Recognizing the need for services for adolescents and
young adults with ASDs in the Atlanta area, a group of
therapists and educators established The Community
School (TCS) in 2005. TCS strives to improve the quality of
life for its students, young adults, and their families by
tapping into each person's potential to develop
relationships, communicate, and problem‐solve.  

ASDs: An Overwhelming Need
1 to 1.5 million Americans are affected by Autism
Spectrum Disorders (ASDs); The CDC estimates that 1 in 84
children in the Atlanta area has a disorder on the autism
spectrum. Autism is the fastest growing developmental
disability in the US with an annual cost of $60 billion. The
cost of lifelong care can be reduced dramatically with
early diagnosis and comprehensive intervention, yet
intervention tends to focus on very young children.
Services for adolescents and young adults lag far behind,
leading to a deficit in services that leaves many families
without support and results in missed opportunities for
growth. While the Atlanta area is home to several
organizations that serve people with ASDs, TCS is the only
one that exists exclusively to address the needs of this
otherwise overlooked, underserved population.  

Executive Director,
Dave Nelson
School Program
Director, Tara Gilbert
Young Adult Program
Director, Beth Champ
Development Director,
Sarah Hersh

School Program Staff
Mari Burke
Sarah Champ
Ben Davidow
Lee Samuel
Mary Beth Stark

YA Program Staff
Chrissy Bruso
Kim Evans
Dave Nelson
Spenser Norris

Office Manager
Stephanie Solomon

Counseling Interns
Bryanne Dade
Sara Morgan
Jimmie Vincent
Adrienne Williams

TCS Board of Directors
Toby Brooks
JoJo Gilbert‐Ross
Lynn Holliday
Dave Nelson
Richard Perano
David Vigilante

TCS Staff and
Board of Directors




