
So far this winter...
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Happy Spring!

Upcoming TCS Events
Mark your calendars and check www.thecommunityschool.net or email sarahhersh@thecommunityschool.net
for information and updates on these and other upcoming events!

April 1st – Farm Burger Spirit Night, 4 ‐ 10pm. 410B West Ponce De Leon, Decatur, GA 30030. 10% of
proceeds will be generously donated to TCS.

May 17th ‐ TCS's Annual Community Shred Day, sponsored by Eagle Secure Shredding and TCS, 10am ‐ 1pm.
First Baptist Church of Decatur, 308 Clairemont Avenue, Decatur, GA 30030. Bring all your personal
documents, bank receipts, and old tax forms (paper only!) to be securely shredded and recycled on‐site.
Donations of $5 per standard box, no more than 10 boxes per person. Larger donations are welcome.

WINTER/SPRING 2014

It's been a long, cold winter for the Atlanta area, but TCS students, young adults, and staff survived the
snow and ice and we're all ready for spring!

TCS's Internship Program
by Kim Evans

The Community School’s Internship program is an
important part of the work we do here that benefits
both the young adults in the Transition Program and
students in the School Program. TCS’s current
work/internship sites include Sherlock’s Wine
Merchant, Refugee Resettlement and Immigration
Services of Atlanta, PAWS Atlanta, and Hirsch
Academy. Here’s an idea of what these internship
experiences can look like.

The first step is for a staff member to bring a
participant to a work location so they can collect
data. They check the place out,
observe the work environment,
and take in sensory
information. This provides the
staff member and participant
with much‐needed information
so they can process the
experience later on – was it
what they expected, did the
workplace interest them, was the sensory
environment (bright lights, loud noises) something

Continued on Page 3



A Letter from the
Executive Director

As I write, I’m taking a few days
off from TCS for our winter break.
But I have to say, I think about

work a lot, even on vacation. It is incredibly
exciting work, and I am proud of what we are
doing currently and hopeful about what we will be
able to do in the future.

First and foremost, I think about the work we are
doing with the families we currently serve. In
addition to supporting the students and young
adults in making progress towards their
goals—social, academic, college, career—we are
also supporting the families as they (sometimes)
struggle to find their way, staying strong for their
children and planning for the long term. I
participated in several school conferences recently
and saw some of this support. With the students
participating for part of the conference, we are
bringing the voice and the goals of the student
directly into the discussion. Some students do not
yet know where they are headed or what they
really need for themselves, and it is one of our
goals to help students and young adults alike to
learn how to set goals for themselves and then
advocate to reach those goals. In those
conferences, I was most struck by the
collaborative tone; school staff, parents, and child
all working together with a common purpose. We
don’t necessarily have all the answers, but we do
have a complete commitment to working with our
families to achieve meaningful goals for them and
for their children.

Second, I think about where we are headed as an
organization. It is clear that many of our families
are thinking about the future, especially with
respect to the independence of their children.
Where will they live? Will they be able to live
independently? In what communities can they
participate? I am excited to be able to lead this
organization in a direction that begins to address
these future concerns. I have talked with parents
and other area organizations recently, and I
believe that we are on the verge of developing
some new ways to support our families over the
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Continued on Page 7

The TCS Poem
by Danny Braun

This great school
Is truly cool

We all soar higher
Like a wild blue blur

All the teachers are brave
For the lives they save

Lots of ways to educate
With no ways of being late

A care shelter for those with autism
And not a place for sadism

The young adults
Gained a following of cult

The classes and the classrooms
Have so much for the autistic it’s like a 50s boom

Full of boys and girls
Like diamonds and pearls

Those who want the grades
Will get lots of aid

With a tendency to respect,
We will never reject!

Student Work



The 2014 Southern Soiree & Auction
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Internship Program con't

they liked or didn't like, etc. For some of them, the visit is an experience in and of itself; for others, they
might be interested in going back regularly to intern or volunteer.

If the participant is interested in starting an internship at the new workplace, our
staff reaches out to the business owner to ascertain whether the business is
interested in having the participant come back for a second visit and casual
interview. TCS staff helps both the participant and potential internship supervisor
(the business owner) prepare for the interview.

If the second visit goes well, TCS staff will try to set up a time once or twice a week for the participant to
volunteer or intern at the business. Initially, participants are accompanied by staff, but as both the
participants and the employees at the site become more comfortable with each other and the experience,

The Community School's 2014 Southern Soiree &
Auction was a great success, raising more than
$31,000 to support our life‐changing programs for
adolescents and young adults with autism spectrum
disorders and related challenges. The annual event
was held on February 7th, 2014 at the Old Decatur

Courthouse on the Square
and featured fantastic
music by DJ Aaron
Richmond, wine and beer
donated by Sherlock's Wine
Merchant, food from Sun in

My Belly, a crafts show of handmade items by Lee
and Steve Busey (all proceeds were donated to
TCS), the TCS store,
consisting of TCS
merchandise and other items
for sale, and of course, the
fabulous items in the live and
silent auctions.

Speakers Judy Martin and Julie Pennington‐Russell
brought tears to many eyes with their touching
stories about how TCS has helped their children and
families. About the TCS staff, Judy said in her
speech, "...after years of feeling isolated,
marginalized, and misunderstood by schools and
society in general, we had finally met a group of
individuals that didn’t see a host of diagnostic
labels walking through the door, but rather saw the
pure spirit of our striving, capable son."

After hearing these words, Bruce Lucia, President of
Kroger Southeast, pledged a large donation from
Kroger to support TCS.

The live and silent auctions
featured items ranging from a
long weekend at a house in
Seaside, FL, local restaurant
gift certificates, a beautiful

sapphire necklace, two Keith Urban guitar kits, an
autographed Atlanta Falcons football, and many
other superb items. The TCS staff, participants, and
families are extremely
appreciative of everyone
who came, supported the
event, bid on and purchased
auction items, and made
general donations!

A special thanks to JoJo Gilbert‐Ross and Brenda
Alexander for helping plan the event months in
advance, Ryan Roark for donating his time and
talents as the official event photographer,
Catherine Conte, Chrys Fields, Beate and Tim Sass
for volunteering before and during the event, Julie
and Judy for their beautiful speeches, and all the
parents who solicited and donated auction items.

Continued on Page 7
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Brenda and Andy Alexander
Wendi Alper‐Pressman
American Sports Management
Margaret Amrhein
Bonnie and Robert Andrews
Anonymous
Anonymous Foundations
Atlanta Gymnastics Center, LLC
Atlanta Kick

Rebecca Autrey
Martina Baerman
Carolyn Bannister and

Dan McCurry
Jared Beckerman and Sarah Hersh
William and Glenda Bell
Walter Bergeson
Consuelo Bills
Barry Blank
Kathy Bohrer and Fred Tydeman
Kelly Bohrer
Lisa and Gary Braun
The Bright Wings Foundation
Toby and Martha Brooks
Jeffrey and Frieda Brown
Charles and Mary Brueggeman
Frederick and Therese Bruso
Doug and Nancy Bryant
Lee and Steve Busey
Sharon Busey
Shelley and Russ Carnes
Mary and Ron Caruso
Melissa and Steve Cazalet
David and Jane Champ
Stephen and Patricia Champ
Thomas Chapel
Lynn and Terry Chastain
Chay J’s New Orleans Candies
Lorna Cobb
Catherine and Tom Conte
Leslie and Laurie Cotton‐Smith
Decatur Craft Beer Festival

Alan Dobrin
Tom Dong and Rebecca Zhang
Paul and Wendy Donnan
Dot Dorsey
Susan Duncan
Bridget Elliott
Allen and Gale Evans
Chrys and Mike Fields
Margie and Larry Fields
Finn Brooks Family Foundation
First Baptist Church of Decatur

Foundation
Susan Foxworth and

Monty Hamilton
Gary Freed
Robert and Irene Fritsch
Nancy Gonce
Peter and Doris Gregory
Alex and Joanne Gross
Sherry Grove
Jeff Hancock
Mary Lou Harding
Carol and Bill Hersh
Clint and Denise Hilley
HLM Accounting & Tax, Inc.
HLM Financial Services, Inc.
Hodson & Co. Foods LLC
Lynn Holliday
The Holly Lane Foundation
Insurance Counseling &

Management Inc.
Allison Israel
Michelle Jenkins
Stephanie and Steven Johnson
Bernard and Karen Kahan
Marsha and Jeffrey Kelley
Katie and Andy Kennedy
Molly Kent and Deena Snipes
Charles Kremer
The Kroger Company
Ladybug Pixels
Mary and Bobby Lawrence
Mary Leight
Dara and Scott Leslie
Lincoln Financial Foundation
Sally Lipsey
Little Green Hen Ventures, LLC
LMI Holdings, LLC
Bruce and Tammy Lucia

Sindre Lundberg
Carolyn McCarthy
Matt McKenna and Kathy Franch
Mighty Meatballs
Lisa Migliore
The Miracle Makers Foundation
Lisa Morris
Sherry Moss
Annie and John Mullins
Jenny Munro
Dave Nelson
Graham and Margaret Nelson
Rich Perano
Randall and Diane Pettit
Pho Sho Sandwiches & Pastries
The Pup Truck
R. Scott Pyron
Sherrill and Jim Redovian
Dale Reid
Bill and Kathy Rhinehart
Janice Rice
Ivan Riobo
Jan and Gordy Rivers
Rob and Lori Roark
Ryan and Lori Roark
Sharon Rohadfox
Deborah Rosenberg
Allen Rosenfeld and

Gina Giannone
Agata Rozga and Richard Vuduc
John Sampson
Lydia Sapp
Beate and Tim Sass
Albert Schlessinger
Mark and Paige Schneider
Rob and Mary Schuler
Carl Seville
Seyfarth Shaw Attorneys LLC
Jane Shaw
Todd Sheets

2013 ‐ 2014 Donors
Thank you to all the donors who have helped make this year successful so far!

Donations received between July 1, 2013 and March 17, 2014

Continued on Page 5
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2014 Southern Soiree & Auction Donors, Sponsors, and Supporters

Community Sponsors
Stephen and Patricia Champ

Insurance Counseling Management, Inc.
Allison Israel

John Sampson
Major and Sandra Snow

In Kind Donors
DJ Aaron Richmond

Ryan Roark Photography
Sherlock's Wine Merchant

Sun in My Belly

Sponsors and In Kind Donors

Auction Items Graciously Donated By
Brenda & Andy Alexander
All About Developmental

Disabilities
Anonymous
Athleta Atlantic Station
Atlanta Falcons
Atlanta Kick
Atlanta Symphony Orchestra
Batdorf & Bronson
Battlehouse Hotel & Spa
Danny Braun
Gary & Lisa Braun
Matt & Chrissy Bruso
Aja Burns
Burnt Fork BBQ
Cafe Lily
Cakes & Ale
Calle Latina
Will Cazalet
Chai Pani Decatur

Steve & Patricia Champ
CineBistro & Cobb Theatres
Cleveland Indians
Marie Conte
Leslie & Laurie Cotton‐Smith
Bryanne Dade
Decatur CD
Decatur Family YMCA
fab'rik Atlantic Station
Farm Burger
Chrys & Mike Fields
Margie & Larry Fields
Fifth Group Restaurants
Cory & Mark Gatliff
Green Ginger
Hair Brain Salon
Harbour Bar & Fish House
home.staging.love
Sherry Kangas
Kristy Photography

Mary Lawrence
Terri Leonard
Little Shop of Stories
Anton Means
Mellow Mushroom
Miller Union
Napoleon's
Naty's Closet
No. 246
Operation Bootcamp Decatur
Peace of Thread
Rich Perano
Pure Face+Body Care
Raging Burrito
Relish Salon
Ryan & Lori Roark
Salon Red
Seyfarth Shaw LLP
Sheepish
SkyView Atlanta

Southern Sitters & Nannies
Sq/Ft Decatur
Stallings Frame & Plaque Shop
Styles by Liles, LLC
Sweet Melissa's
Ted's Montana Grill
The 17 Steps
The Dinner Shoppe
The Frisco Touch Massage
The High Museum of Art
The Windover Inn
Thumb's Up Diner
David Vigilante
Vivid Boutique
Vivid Hair Salon
Wag‐a‐Lot
Wrecking Bar
Kathryn Zickert & Gary Bergman

THANK YOU!

2013 ‐ 2014 Donors, Continued

Please report any errors or omissions to
Sarah Hersh at 404‐573‐2012.

Thank you to all the donors and sponsors that helped make our event a huge success!

Shenanigans
Lauren Shibley
Frank Slover
Alex & Betty Smith Donor

Advised Fund at the Catholic
Foundation of North Georgia

Karen Smith

Major and Sandra Snow
Patti Solomon
Southern Soiree Donors
Darrell Spence
David and Barbara Stahura
Mary Beth Stark
Meredith Stocking
Randall Tanner
Donald and Nancy Taylor
Elaine Taylor
Time Warner
Charles and Sharon Troncalli
Stephen Urbrock
John Vollenweider

Elizabeth Wagner
Watch Me Shine, Inc.
Valerie West
Christopher Willett
Frances Wood Wilson Foundation
The Robert R. and Carolyn B.

Woodson Fund
Thomas and Mary Jo Workman
Yeah! Burger
Michael and Diane Ziering

THANK YOU!



Why Support TCS?
No other organization provides the kind of programming
we do – while TCS is fortunate to co‐exist with several
local programs that subscribe to similar philosophies, it
is the only one in the Atlanta area focused on
adolescents and young adults in a comprehensive way.

Won't you be a part of an adolescent's or young
adult's transformation by donating to TCS?

All contributions to TCS help support our programs, but
if you wish to designate your donation to a specific
program you may (and indicate it on your donation
form below). Please contact Sarah Hersh at 404‐573‐
2012 if you would like to donate to a program that is
not listed here.

• Scholarships for students or young adults
• Educational community outings and field trips
• Thursday Hikes
• Staff training and development

Thank you for your support!

Shop Through AmazonSmile!
When you shop through AmazonSmile ‐
and choose TCS (search for the Piper

McCrillis School, our incorporated name) as
your cause ‐ a portion of each purchase gets
donated to us! No additional fees or charges

are incurred by you.

Enclosed is my tax‐deductible donation in the amount of:

$1,000.00 _____ $500.00 _____ $100.00 _____ $50.00 _____ Other Amount: $________

Name_________________________________________________________________________________

Address________________________________________________________________________________

Email _________________________________________________________________________________

This gift is in honor/memory (circle one) of: ________________________________________________
If you would like us to send a letter notifying the honoree or honoree's family, please provide their name(s) and address:

Name __________________________________ Address __________________________________________________________

You may also give online at www.thecommunityschool.net/support‐our‐programs/donations/.
Mail completed forms to: The Community School, 308 Clairemont Avenue, Decatur, GA 30030

□ Please record my gift as
anonymous; I do not wish to
be acknowledged in
publications

TCS Needs Your Help!
Please consider donating to The Community School today. We are approaching the end of the program year

and we still need to raise more funds to support our students and young adults. Every little bit helps!

“I like TCS for the great things they do for us (e.g. autism care, lunch bunch, etc.).”
‐ a TCS Student

Donate Online
For your convenience, you can donate

online! Go to www.thecommunityschool.net
and click on "Support" or donate through TCS's

Georgia Gives Day page (visit
www.gagivesday.org and seach for TCS).

In‐Kind Donations
The Community School is always in need of,

well, stuff! These donations are also tax
deductible and very much appreciated:

• Stamps
• Magnifying Glass
• Microscope
• Office Supplies

• Tablets
• Scanner
• Video Camera
• Office Chairs

For a full list please email
sarahhersh@thecommunityschool.net.
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long term. I don’t yet know the specifics, and I can’t
promise to be able to meet every family’s needs, but
I do know that we will expand the options available
for supported living, and that is thrilling.

Finally, I think a lot about how to sustain the work
that we do. We recently held our annual fundraiser
event, the Southern Soiree. This event contributed
over $31,000 to our annual fundraising total, which
is fantastic. I am grateful for those who attended
and those who donated. The staff worked tirelessly
to make the event successful—as did their friends
and significant others, in many cases—and for that I
am appreciative. Many parents supported this effort
also, and I know that parent participation will only
increase in the coming year for this important event.

Having said that, fundraising is far more than this
single event. The
reality is that we
must raise over
$200,000 annually to
support our
programs. Tuition
covers only about

75% of the actual cost of supporting our students and
young adult participants. This means that TCS
subsidizes every family’s enrollment, and we do that
by raising money. I encourage you to get involved
with our work at any and every level. Come visit us
to see the work we do; talk to some of our students
and young adults to understand how we are helping
them. Talk to our staff, who are highly trained and
experienced and doing phenomenal work. The more
of our work that you see, the more you will
understand how worthwhile it is to support us and
why we need your support so much.

As always, I am happy to meet with you to talk about
our work, to show you what we do, and to welcome
you into our family of support.

Dave Nelson
Executive Director

Letter from the Executive Director con't

the TCS staff gradually cuts back on their time at
the site so it becomes more of a true work
experience. Once the staff members stop attending
the internship, they are still
always available to support
internship supervisors and answer
questions. Staff also continues to
meet with each internship
participant weekly to discuss how
they feel the work experience is
going.

Often, this is the entire experience. After the
participant is finished interning or volunteering,
TCS staff may ask if business owners or other
employees are willing to serve as references for
the participants as they move onto other internship
experiences or begin applying for jobs. Sometimes,
businesses will extend employment offers to TCS
participants, since they have been trained. This is,
of course, the golden ticket, as we aim to
eventually help all of our young adult participants
find paid work. One of our internship sites,
Sherlock's Wine Merchant, offers TCS participants
minimum wage pay during their last month of the
internship, but each site is unique in what they
offer and all internship experiences, whether paid
or unpaid, are invaluable to our students and
participants.

One of the goals of the Transition
Program is to expand our
internship program by adding
additional sites so that our
students and young adults can
have as much variety as possible
‐ which means as many rich
experiences as possible.

If you or someone you know may be interested in
partnering with TCS to provide internship
experiences for our participants, whether for an
initial visit or a full internship, please let us know!
We are always looking for new sites and would love
to hear from you. Please contact Kim Evans at
kim@thecommunityschool.net. Thanks!

Internship Program con't
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Thank YOU!
On behalf of The Community School’s students, young adults, parents, staff, and Board, Thank You to all of our
donors who have helped make this year possible! It is only through donors like you that The Community School

is able to offer a future filled with hope and promise to our students and young adults. Thank You!

About TCS and the World of Autism Spectrum Disorders
About The Community School
The Community School (TCS) exists to serve the needs of
adolescents and young adults with Autism Spectrum
Disorders and related challenges. By tapping into each
person’s potential to develop relationships, communicate,
and problem‐solve, TCS helps its participants reach the
goals that are right for them. Goals may include finishing
high school, attending college, building friendships,
developing daily living and job skills, and much more.

TCS’s two main programs, the accredited School Program
and Young Adults in Transition Program, focus on the
functional, emotional, and developmental growth of
students and young adults in order to increase their
independence and help them lead happier, successful
lives filled with meaningful relationships.  

ASDs: An Overwhelming Need
1 to 1.5 million Americans are affected by Autism
Spectrum Disorders (ASDs); The CDC estimates that 1 in 84
children in the Atlanta area has a disorder on the autism
spectrum. Autism is the fastest growing developmental
disability in the US with an annual cost of $60 billion. The
cost of lifelong care can be reduced dramatically with
early diagnosis and comprehensive intervention, yet
intervention tends to focus on very young children.
Services for adolescents and young adults lag far behind,
leading to a deficit in services that leaves many families
without support and results in missed opportunities for
growth. While the Atlanta area is home to several
organizations that serve people with ASDs, TCS is the only
one that exists exclusively to address the needs of this
otherwise overlooked, underserved population.  

Executive Director,
Dave Nelson
School Program
Director, Tara Gilbert
Young Adult Program
Director, Beth Champ
Development Director,
Sarah Hersh

School Program Staff
Mari Burke
Sarah Champ
Ben Davidow
Lee Samuel
Mary Beth Stark

YA Program Staff
Chrissy Bruso
Kim Evans
Jen Galeas
Dave Nelson
Spenser Norris

Office Manager
Stephanie Solomon

Counseling Interns
Bryanne Dade
Kelly Keyser
Sara Morgan
Jimmie Vincent

TCS Board of Directors
Toby Brooks
Joye Gilbert‐Ross
Lynn Holliday
Dave Nelson
Richard Perano
David Vigilante

TCS Staff and
Board of Directors




